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Summary

Background A recent cluster of pneumonia cases in Wuhan, China, was caused by a novel betacoronavirus, the
2019 novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV). We report the epidemiological, clinical, laboratory, and radiological characteristics
and treatment and clinical outcomes of these patients.

Methods All patients with suspected 2019-nCoV were admitted to a designated hospital in Wuhan. We prospectively
collected and analysed data on patients with laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection by real-time RT-PCR and
next-generation sequencing. Data were obtained with standardised data collection forms shared by WHO and the
International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging Infection Consortium from electronic medical records.
Researchers also directly communicated with patients or their families to ascertain epidemiological and symptom
data. Outcomes were also compared between patients who had been admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU) and
those who had not.

Findings By Jan 2, 2020, 41 admitted hospital patients had been identified as having laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV
infection. Most of the infected patients were men (30 [73%] of 41); less than half had underlying diseases (13 [32%])),
including diabetes (eight [20%]), hypertension (six [15%]), and cardiovascular disease (six [15%)]). Median age was
49.0 years (IQR 41-0-58-0). 27 (66%) of 41 patients had been exposed to Huanan seafood market. One family cluster
was found. Common symptoms at onset of illness were fever (40 [989%)] of 41 patients), cough (31[76%)]), and myalgia or
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